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Adm 
| P4581084 ſubſides, and the re- 


ſolutions which it dictated, 


are * more. — The mariner who 
had long ſuſtained the violence of 
Vor. II. A3 ſtorms 
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ſtorms and tempeſts, ſupported by ®* 
} the hope of eſcaping from, or | 
| | ſurmounting his danger, behoid- 


ing his toils ineffectual, he remits 


»aat once his hopes and his efforts, 
Nis and awaits in filent deſpair his ap- 
= proaching fate. — So I, amidſt 


the misfortunes that overwhelmed 


— — ene * 
. 7 


me, preſerved one object to ſo- 


lace and alleviate my miſery, but 
that comfort recedes, and I ſink 
into deſpair ; the tender, yet pow- 
erful attachment which had long 
reconciled me to unremitted ca- 
lamity, is for ever diffolved. — In | : 0 
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my fate, my ſoul, calm and col- 
| Fang 1: lected, 


this awful moment, this criſis of 
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Ieted, revolves the ſcenes that 
are paſt. I behold a ſeries of 
events marked by uniform and ex- 
ceſſive miſery, and contemplate in 
the future naught but a dire ſuc- 
ceſſion of woes. ca 
I anticipate the frowns, the 
cenſures of my friend ; — but has 
not reaſon and philoſophy diſſi- 
pated from the mind of Lenox 
thoſe prejudices which enchain 
the generality of mankind? — Say, 
my Lenox, has the benevolent 
Author of our Nature imparted 
to man, attributes partaking of 
the excellency of diviner beings — 
forming them to virtue and happi- 
A4 neſs, 
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neſs, allowing them to diſtinguiſh 
good and evil, the ſenſe of pleaſure 
and of pain, what to purſue and what 

to avoid, — in vain ? — No! | 
Providence, ever favourable to 

| ſuffering humanity, hath beſtowed 
on us the power to terminate the 
ills of life, — thus intimating to 
us, that, when theſe ills coun- 
| terbalance its good, and to exiſt, 
is no longer to be happy ; ; when, 
neither acting according to the im- 
pulſe of our nature, or conſiſtent 
with its dignity ; the means of 
our deliverance is in our power, 
and may be exerciſed by us, 
The foul is immortal, the body 
periſhable ; 
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periſhable ; — who is there that 


immured in the dungeon's gloom, 
ſurrounded by horrors, does not 
| pant to regain his freedom, to re- 
viſit the chearful and enlivening 
ſcenes; behold the glorious ſun, 
the vernal cloathing of the fields, 
breathe the pure and healthful 


air, and enjoy the pleaſures of 
ſocial life? — Thus the foul, that 


portion of immortal fire, that ema- 
nation from the divinity, confined. 


| in its earthly manſion, and ſuf- 


fering with it, anxiouſly deſires its 


freedom, and ſeeks the means | of : 


atchieving its 2 G 


10 Hing of a Faukzafs; ty 


. a able ſoil, decays and dies; 
the principle of gem which ripens 
in the mines of Golconda, is loſt 
in the regions of Zembla; thus 
the human ſoul beneath an in- 
5 auſpicious influence, the deſire 
of happineſs, and the ſenſe. of 
horror which its contrary pre- 
ſents, prompts and impells the 
foul to ſeek in change, a ſtate 
more con genial- to its nature, 
and more _—_— of felicity. 


The opinions of modern times 
may indeed oppoſe mine — 
but, unfettered by prejudices, 
unawed by fear, and unenervated 
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by an ignoble love of life, the 
great ſpirits of former ages 
obeyed the diftates of a noble 
reſolution, *in the diſſimilar cha- 
racters of a Cato and an Atticus, 
a Thraſea and an Otho, we 
behold the fame act produced 
by motives the moſt oppoſite, 
different were the principles that 
actuated them, but all concurred 
in the main object; of quitting 
a life which they could no longer 
ſupport, conſiſtent with honour or. 


happineſs. 


The weakneſs and degeneracy 
of modern times, ſhelters itſelf 
A 6 be- 


* 
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2 


beneath the convenient plauſibili- 


ties of argument, or religious 
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LETTER LV. 


GEeoRGE LENOx, Es d. 


CHARLES FALKLAND, Es q. 


Fuaxp with affliction, com- 
paſſion, and aſtoniſnment, I 
read your letter! — Reflect on your 
| raſh and unjuſtifiable reſolve; deteſt 
the advocate of ſelf-deſtruction; 
and 


14 Hiſtory of CRAxTES FA LELAND, Es. 


and baniſh the thought of raiſing 


againſt your own life, your erring and 


fatal hand. 
And are theſe the. reſolutions 


which reaſon and philoſophy ſhould 


dictate ? Is here to be diſcovered | 


that ſpirit of reverential piety and 
reſignation, which Falkland hath 
uniformly profeſſed? Doth he thus 


expreſs his belief, of the protection 
of an all-powerful and benevolent. 


being ? 


Renounce your reſolution, for- 


bear with raſh and impious ſpi- 


rit, to arraign the decrees of 


heaven! 
Misfortune then only triumphs 
when 


by * 
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when we ſink beneath its preſſure ; 
then, at once confeſſing the weak- 
neſs of our ſouls, and 4 want of 
confidence in Him who can alone 
endue it with ſtrength in the 
hour of calamity ; — but to at- 
tempt to ſhun the inevitable ills 
of life, by an act of ſelf- deſtruc- 
tion, indicates indeed 


— A will moſt incorrect to heav'n, 


A heart unfortified, a mind impatient, 
An underſtanding ſimple and unſchool'd. 


Poſſeſſed as you are of thoſe re- 
quiſites which are beſt calculated 
for the attainment of fame and 
fortune, thoſe inceſſant objects of 


human 


16 Hiſtory of CnarLEs FALKLAND, Eſq. 
human purſuit ; to gain the aſ- 
cendant in ſociety, fitted alike to 
benefit and to adorn it: — wilt 
thou impiouſly ſpurn theſe ſu- 
premely favourable gifts, and 55 
the God of Nature with 
r ? 


Suppoſe Nature, that kind and. 
indulgent parent, thus addreſſing 
you, when your uplifted arm 
points the deadly ſteel at your 
own breaſt, — © Unhappy man 
* forego thy dire intent; the 
« wound which thou inflicteſt, I 
% too feel ; raſh violater of my 


« laws; Was it for this end I 
4. formed 
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formed thee with every per- 
fection which can render thy- 
ſelf happy, or promote the 
good of thy fellowy- creatures? 
You are about to counteract my 
decrees „ to violate the ſacred 
order of my works. Wretched 
mortal ! Can thy ſhort - ſighted 
views fathom the profound 
abyſs of eternal wiſdom ? Re- 
nounce thy purpoſe, be re- 


figned to the diſpenſations of 


that being, who ſpoke the 
univerſe into exiſtence ; — be 
content, and be happy.” — 


It 
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It is the curfe of mighty minds opprelſs'd, 
5 To think what their ſtate is, and what it 
ſhould be, i 
Impatient of their lot, they reaſon fiercely, 
And call the laws of Providence unequal. 


Grorcr Lixox. 


* 
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LETTER LVI. 


„* — 


CHARLES FALKLAND, Es d. 


GROROGE LENOx, Es a. 


QE B E C. 
1 W here FER 26th of laſt 


month, after a long and dan- 
gerous paſſage. I am impatient | 
for the opening of the —_— , * 
a encourages thought; 
action 
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action and change of place tend 


to diſſipate it. — As I write this, 
the ſtory of Antiochus's ſoldier 


ariſes to. my mind, and I muſt 


confeſs that a diſregard of life 


prompts me as ſtrongly, as it did 


him, to the field ; whether it 


will produce in me the ſame no- 
table atchievements, as his def- 
perate proweſs performed, time 
muſt determine. N 


The firſt object which ſtrikes 


\ 


on the mind of an European on 
his arrival here, is the different 


appearances of the old and new 
world; here nature aſſumes all the 


bloom and vigour of youth, whilft 


in 
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in the other quarters of the globe, 
| ſhe wears the aſpect of decay, and 
— exhibits all the concomitants of 
languor and age. — Here we be- 
hold in every object that ſtrength 
and magnitude which reſults from 


33 an inherent principle of life and 


vigour; here the operations of 


nature are conducted on a more 


enlarged and extended ſcale; the 


mountains, lakes, foreſts of Ame- 


rica, preſent to the beholder, a 


ſcene, to which no other part of 


the earth affords a parallel. 
In Europe, whatever tends to 
the utility or adornment of ſociety, 


bath long ſince been brought to 
oa 
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perfection; where thoſe arts and 1 
ſciences, which atteſt the ſupe- 
riority of man, over the other 
orders of creation; the principles 
of policy; war and government, 
originated; — but there, if we have 
attained the heighths of perfection, 
we behold degeneracy and cor- 
ruption prevail in an equal de- 
gree; theſe are indeed the inſe- 
perable attendants on refinement 
and luxury. 8 

Whatever is effential to the 
wants of life, whatever can give 
ſtability to empire, this continent 
affords ; its inhabitants uncorrupt 


and - virtuous, poſſeſs thoſe prin- 


ciples | 
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ciples which beſt unite the ſocial 
ſyſtem, and conſtitute the great- 
neſs of a ſtate. 

We behold, realized here, the 
ſublime ideas of thoſe philoſophers, 
who, ardent to promote the in- 
tereſts of humanity, have fat down 
to form ſyſtems of government and 
polity ; whoſe noble conceptions 
were, however, calculated for that 
rank of ſaperior beings, with which 
their exalted minds participated ; 


and unſuitable to the weakneſs 


and depravity of man; but here 
the ſyſtems of Plato, of Fenelon, of 
Penn, are reduced to practice, and 
the friends of humanity behold, 
after 
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after a long ſucceſſion of ages, 
the true principles of happineſs 
and freedom united in the weſtern 
world. 

Its inhabitants are formed for 
the enjoyment of thoſe bleflings ; 
here, every man fits under the 
« ſhade of his own fig· tree and 
ce there is none to make him 
* afraid.” — We behold, in every 
individual, energy of mind, and 
greatneſs of character ; the pride 
and ſpirit of independence, the 
dignity of virtue, — like the Ro- 
mans of old, of whom it was 
ſaid, that each individual was 
qualified to command nations. — 

Hence 
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Hence hath been predicted the 
riſe of an empire in theſe re- 
gions, which will caſt into the 
ſhade the boaſted eſtabliſhments of 
former ages, and exhibit a ſcene 
ſuperior to whatever the annals of 
mankind affords of 1 or of 
glory. 
Every thing tends to — 
this revolution, the degeneracy of 
mankind, — the unequal diſtribu- 
tion of property, on your ſide of 
the Atlantic ; this latter, is pe- 
culiarly the bane of ſocial life, 
which holds in a ſtate of oppreſſion 
and miſery, the moſt valuable por- 
tion of mankind. 
Tos. 11 8 . ma. 
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Thus, groaning beneath accu- 
mulated miſery, mankind caſt their 
eyes hither ; they behold an aſy- 
tum, where nature invites, with- 
out diſtinction, her off-ſpring to 
the enjoyment of independence and 
happineſs, they will obey her dic- 
tates ; — the diſtreſſed of every na- 
tion and of every clime, will here 
ſeek refuge and redreſs, and here 
they will find it; and under the 
auſpicious. influence of virtue, wiſ- 
dom and liberty, render the weſtern 
world the ſeat of whatever can tend 
to ennoble, dignify, or adorn human 
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LETTER LII. 


Mrss Lovisa SAVILLE, 
| T 0 


Miss ELEONER HOWARD. 


AE CEPT my congratulations 
upon your approaching union z 
how different, my Eleoner, our 
fates! Vet, to behold you in the 
full poſſeſſion of that happineſs, 
which unfavouring fortune hath de- 
3 B 2 nied 
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nied to me, abates the malignity 
and lightens the preſſure of ill; my 
misfortunes will now receive from 
the contemplation of your felicity, 
that alleviation, which they were 
wont to find in your ſympathy. 


Louis A SAVILLE. 


AnD Miss Lovisa SAVILLE. 29 


LETTER LVL 


Miss ELzoner HowaRD, 


Miss Lovis A SAVILLE. 


DrsrarR vo, — it were in- 
. deed to ſuppoſe Providence 
indifferent to the cauſe of virtue, 
were Louiſa not the object of its 
pecul iar care; expect, therefore, 


1 with 
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with hope and confidence, the 
hour, when in love and happi- 
neſs, the inquietude and diſtreſs of 
the preſent will be no longer re- 
membered; or, if remembered, 
but to heighten the enjoyments 
of the preſent, by contraſting them 
with the ſufferings of the paſt ; 
it is the experience of ill which 
gives its trueſt zeſt ta happi- 
neſs. 

Your preſent fituation is, in- 
_ deed, perplexing and painful in 
the Extreme 1— determined as you 
are to ſuffer every extremity rather 
than encourage the hated addreſſes 
of Gordon; or be influenced by 
the 
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the commands, or threats, of 
your uncle, in his favour ; — 
but whatever viciſſitudes may a- 
wait my dear Louiſa, ſhe ſhall 
ever find in me a reſource and a 
refuge, the defire to promote and 
ſecure her happineſs, and to ſupply 


every want. 


I have lately became ac- 
quainted with a young lady of 
the name of Harwood, the daugh- 
ter of our curate ; her character 
is ſuch as makes me regret we 


were not earlier known to each 


other. Amiable and accompliſhed 
in the higheſt degree, ſhe is 
B 4 every 
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every way worthy the notice of 
Louiſa. I ſhall embrace the firſt 
opportunity of introducing her to 
you. b | 


ELEONER HOWARD. 


LET. 


* * - 
wa” 
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LETTER LIX © & 


 EpwarD GORDON, Es q. 


T 0 


Tar Hon. FRAN CIS WEBBER. 


M 4 triumphs are not yet | 
complete, one more is to 
grace the catalogue ; that propi- 
tious power who hath uniformly 
crowned my amorous enterprizes 
B 5 with. 


*%, 
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with ſucceſs ; decrees, that ere I 
embrace the matrimonial yoke, my 
career of gallantry ſhall cloſe with 
brilliant eclar. 

Being yeſterday on a ſhootin is. 
party with Lord Henley, Reeves, | 
and others; in the ardour of ſport, 

I had parted my company; the 
day was ſultry; and overcame with 
fatigue, I threw myſelf on a bank, 
whilſt Rover beat about the ad- 
Jacent hedge. f 

IT fell into a ſort of reverie, 
which the filence and apparent 
ſolitude of the ſurrounding ſeene 

encouraged, — My attention was, 1 
however, ſoon excited by a fe- 
| male ; 
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male 'voice the charming tones 
of which 


— Came o'er my ear, like the ſweet ſouth,. 
That breathes upon a bank of violets, 


Stealing and giving odour.” 


Is roſe, and approached the ſpot 
from whence it proceeded. — I 
heard the ſtory of Damon and 
Muſidora, read with a degree of 
ſenſibility and elegance, which did 
ample juſtice to the ideas and the 
language of the poet. 

At length ſhe appeared; her 
perſon now compleated what her 
voice had began: ſeeing me, ſhe 

B 6 ſtarted⸗ 
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ſtarted, & lovely bluſh ſuffuſed 
her cheek, ſuperadded to that 


which the intereſting and luſcious 


deſcription of the bard of nature 
had already raiſed. 


To be brief, a converſation en- 


ſued: — I found the ſenſibility 


and endowments of the fair un- 


known, equal to her beauty. — 


For. me, who you know, Webber, 


am no novice in the knowledge 
of the female heart, I obeyed the 


occaſion of the minute; and I 
flatter myſelf, that in this new 
enterpriſe, with the requiſite 


aids of perſeverance and opportu- 


_nity, 
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nity, I ſhall realize my hopes of 
poſſeſſion. | 
Whilſt we were engaged in 
diſcourſe, the father of Julia, (for 
that is the name of my preſent 
Dulcinea) joined us; — he im- 
mediately addreſſed me by my 
name, and I ſoon recogniſed in 
him the perſon of our curate—a 
requeſt that I ſhould accompany 
them to the parfonage ; I was 
obliged to wave for the preſent, 
as my fellow ſportſmen juſt then 
joined me: — I apologized ; but 
' promiſed to embrace the earlieſt 
moment of paying him a viſit at 
the parſonage, — and herein will 


keep 


keep my word, Webber, new ; ned 
game is ſtarted, and, like a true 
ſportſman, I ſhall continue the 
purſuit, till it is fairly run 


EDdwARD GoRDON.. 


LE T- 


— r 
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111 N 


LETTER IEA. 


WG 


EDpwARD GOR DON, Es q. 


Taz HOoN. FRANCIs WEBBRER. 


ENI, vidi, Vici, ſaid Czfar, 

my felf complaiſance, fug- 
geſts the like plaudit; my victo- 
ries, like . thoſe of the Roman, 


having hitherto been immediate and 
com- 
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complete ; — but this, (to parody 
Homer) the gods in former 
* times performed.” — I ſhould 
have reſted fatisfied with the ho- 
nours I had gained, and not ha- 
zarded my eſtabliſhed fame to 
the danger and diſgrace of a re- 
pulſe. 9 95 
My preſent attachment, I con- 
ceive to be of a more ſerious na- 
ture than any former one; if, 
indeed, thoſe can be termed at- 
tachments, where the affections, 
being neutral, indifferent, and un- 
intruſive, leave us at perfect liberty 
to purſue our plans, and carry in 8 
our amorous approaches, undiſ- 


turbed 
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turbed and undiverted by thoſe 
treacherous weakneſſes which too 
often engage on the part of thoſe 
whom we attack ; — thoſe dan- 
gerous compunctions, thoſe yield- 
ing ſoftneſſes, which, like traytors 
to whom the care of the citadel 
is entruſted, betray their maſter, 
and deliver up the place to an 
enemy. | 

Such is preciſely my ſituation, 
I feel my heart leſs cool and diſ- 
engaged than upon former occa- 
ſions; no mathematician ever fat | 
down to the ſolution of a pro- 


blem, nor politician to frame a 
| ſyſtem of government, more in- 


4 
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tently, or with a greater degree of 

\ ſang fraid, than I have been wont 
to concert matters for the. poſ- 
ſeſſion of a handſome female ; — 
but at this time I am, I know 
not how, fluttered, anxious, un- 
determined; and ſhall I now, 
Webber, 


— Having ran the race with honour, 
Lag, and be overtaken at the goal? — 


No, ** forbid it honour, forbid 
it love!“ Difficulties ſhall but 
excito me to perſeverance, and EY 
hance the glories of my triumph. 


EDWARD GORDON. 
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LETTER IXI. 


EDpWARD GorDon, Esd. 
TO 
TRE Hon. Francis WEBBER. 


The god of love once more has ſhot his fire 
Into my ſoul, and my whole heart receives 
him, 


. 1 H E campaign is . and 
I have commenced my e. 


0 ations in form. 


I am 
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I am juſt returned from a viſit 
to the parſonage. — I ſhall find 
in old Harwood, a main obſtacle 
to my deſigns, the dull homilies 
with which be plies Juiia, operate 
on thoſe doctrines which it is my 
proper buſineſs to inculcate; as 
phyſical potions counteract each 
other. — And I find my labours, 
like thoſe of Penelope, by which 
ſhe contrived to keep her ſuitors 
at bay; or, like the eternal labour 
of Syſiphus, never ending, ſtill 


« beginning.” 
But finding that the. moſt my | 
fectual means to compals my de- 
ſigns on the daughter, is by inſi- 
| nuating 
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nuating myſelf into the good graces 
of old canonical, I accordin gly ac- 
commodate myſelf to his oddi- 
ties, and ſuppreſs, as I ſhould do, 
when the attainment of a Julia is 
the object, my diſguſt and im- 


patience. - Conceive me now, 
Webber, as exhibiting a meta- 
morphoſe equal to any in Ovid; 
the Man of Faſhion, and the gay 
Son of Gallantry, converted into a 
ſtarched piece of formality, and 
religioniſm: Rocheſter and honeſt 
Will Congreve, have for the pre- 


| ſent given place to Tillotſon and 


Stanhope. —— I frequently argue 
with Howard on ſcriptural points, 
in 
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in the (difcuſiion/ of Wͤichr I dig 
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play no ſmall degree of acuteneſs, 
and no vety confined ſhare of 
learning. I have provided myſelf 
from an old concordance, which, 
from time immemorial has appro- 
ptiated to the purpoſe of ſmooth- 
ing tibbons, with a number of, 
paſſages, equally uſeful and edify- 
ing; theſe, I introduce upon OCs 
caſion, whilſt the names of Aqui- 


nas, Calmet, Tillemont and Boſſuet, 


ars © familiar in my mouth as 


" houthold words.” 


Harwood has nearly attained 


his fixtieth year ; he has under. 


went 


[ 
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went many viciſſitudes of for- 
tune, but experience, which it is 
faid, makes fools wiſe, has left 
him in poſſeſſion of the fame un- 
ſuſpecting ſimplicity, as when he 
firſt became the dupe of the more 
knowing ones of this world ; in- 
deed, Harwood uniformly treads 
on ſeripture grounds; and the 
obſervation of the Apoſtle is ve- 
rified in the character of this 
watchman of the holy city, — 
« that the children of this 


c world are wiſer in their 


%% generation than the children 
e of light,” —— Hardwood is 


the exact prototype of that fellow 
A of 
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olf a college fo ludicrouſly de- 
ſeribed by Pope. 


So dull, ſo odd, a ſtatue you might ſwear, 


Stept from its pedeſtal to take the air. 


ErwarD Go pon. 


LE T- 
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LETTER IXI. 
EDWARD Gorpon, EsQ, 
70 


Taz How. FRAncis WEBBER. 


W this deſcription of Julia 


— young and lovely, grace- 


ful and commanding, ſhe com- 


pels love and admiration, perhaps 
reverence, were not the latter ſen- 
timent rather inconſiſtent with my 
Vox. II. C deſign, 
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deſign, her voice is melodious, 


her words charming, every look 


and motion advantageous ; taſte\is 
the characteriſtic of her under- 
ſtanding ; her ſentiments are re- 


fined, and her features ſtrongly 


marked with ſenſe and ſenſibility ; 


ſhe can talk well on a variety of 


ſubjects, and, what few ſpeakers 


can do, comprehend them; — her 


manner is polite, and mixed with 
a charming gaiety, equally free 
from reſtraint and boldneſs ; and, as 
Tibullus ſays, 


When love would ſet the gods on fire, he flies 


To light his torches at her ſparkling eyes : 


{+ wok 
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Whate'er Corinna does, where' er ſhe goes, 
The graces all her motions ſtill compoſe. 


How her hair charms us, when it looſely falls, 
Comb'd back and ty'd, our veneration calls! 
If ſhe comes out in ſcarlet, then ſhe turns 

Us all to aſhes, though in white ſhe burns; 
Vertumnus ſo a thouſand dreſſes wears, | 

do in a thouſand, ever grace appears. 


Other particulars, beſides thoſe 
1 have mentioned of Harwood's 
life, are as follows: — He is of 
a good family, who once had very 
large poſſeſſions in this part of the 


country; the extravagance of ſome 


of its progenitors hath condemned 
the remaining branches of the fa- 
mily to live upon the ſcanty reſidue 
| El 1 Tae 1 
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of a very conſiderable fortune. — 
The cure which Harwood at pre- 
ſent enjoys, he was placed in by 
my father, ſhortly after which the 
mother of Julia died in childbed 
of her; the daughter is ſaid to 
reſemble her, who was in her 
time much celebrated for her 
beauty and accompliſhments : — 
Julia's father has been extremely 
attentive to her education, which, 
added to her natural endowments, 
renders her the nonpariel of this 
quarter ; indeed ſhe 1s the reign- 
ing toaſt amongſt the villagers. 

Muſt I confeſs to Webber my 
weakneſs ? — When I behold the 
virtuous 


rn 
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virtuous and venerable Harwood, 
and his daughter, in the boſom of 
domeſtic happineſs ; when I find 
| myſelf the object of his kindneſs, 
hoſpitality and marked attentions ; 
| when he avows his gratitude to 
thoſe who have given to his old 
age a quiet retreat, and the com- 
forts of independence; when the 
gentle miſtreſs of the manſion, 
adds her tribute to that of her 
| fathers; and the mild ſuffuſion of | 
gratitude, heightened to affection, 
glows in the cheek of Julia; — 
my heart accuſes me ; I feel my 
reſolutions weakened, and the keen 
ſenſe of remorſe oppreſſes me;— I 
Cg find 


9 1 
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find my utmoſt efforts neceſlary 
to conquer this fooliſh weakneſs. 
I ſummon every aid to confirm 
and ſtrengthen my mind in its 
purpoſe, 155 


EDwARD GoRDoN, 


** ; 3 
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LETTER 1 


ThE REV. HENRY HARwoop, 
T 0 


Taz Rev. WILLIAM BENNET. 


AM at a loſs to account for 
your ſilence, but hope it ariſes 
not from any cauſe which may 
affect the health of my friend, or 


interrupt his happineſs ; but never 


C 4 yet 
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yet was there ſo long an interval 
in our correſpondence. . 
United as we have been, — 
e from youth to age,” in the ſa- 
cred bands of indifloluble friend- 
ſhip, accuſtomed to alleviate the 
ills, and to heighten the happi- 
_ neſs of life by participation, thoſe | 
ineſtimable bleſſings which reſult 
from friendſhip, are ſtill ours; 
and the rare felicity of preſerving 
unabated, that mutual attachment 
which time hath encreaſed and 
ſtrengthened ; and which now ſheds 
in the cloſing ſcenes of our life its 
cheering influence. 
I have lately been "ELIE" with 
A 
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a viſit from Mr. Gordon, the ſon 
of my late worthy and lamented. 
patron and friend. I am happy 
in that he inherits with the for- 
tune of his father, thoſe virtues 
by which he was alſo diſtinguiſned; 
it is ſeldom that fortune in the 
partial and unequal diſtribution of 
her gifts, ſeconds the wiſhes of the 
virtuous and benevolent, by ena- 
bling them to adminiſter to the 
wants, or alleviate the diſtreſſes of 
humanity. 

Mr. Gordon is liberal in his 
aſſurances of continuing to me, 
the friendſhip by which I was 
favoured by his father, the living 


* 
4 
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of * * which is in his gift, 


he proffered to me, upon the death 


of the late incumbent ; this offer 


I declined, ever moderate in my 


defires; and now, when age and 


infirmities almoſt preclude me from 


the exerciſe of thoſe duties which 


my preſent office demands ; it 
would be unwiſe to encreaſe them ; 
it were an act of the higheſt injuſ- 


tice to thoſe placed under my 


care, and muſt inevitably draw 
down upon me the divine dif- 
pleaſure. — Impreſſed as I am with 


a thorough conviction of the truths 


of divine revelation, penetrated 
with the deepeſt ſenſe of the im- 
- portance 
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portance and extent of my function; 
and certain that we muſt anſwer 
at the throne of Him, whoſe di- 


vine laws we are bound to pro- 


pagate and enforce, for the exe- 


cution of the ſacred charge com- 
mitted to us. I 
My health declines daily, but I 


| view the period of my life ap- 


proach, with ſatisfaction and hope; 
I have lived in a conſtant ſtate of 
preparation for that hour which 
is to terminate my earthly pro- 
bation ; and poſſeſs. that ſenſe of 


conſcious rectitude, which conſti- 


tutes the beſt claim to the mer- 
cies of the moſt high, and con- 
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fers an aſſurance of eternal fe- 
licity. BO | 
But there is one tie, my friend, 
that ſtill detains me tothe ſmoke 
« and ſtir of this dim ſpot,” need 
I mention Julia? —— Yes, dear 
pledge of my Harriet's truth, fo- 
lace of my age; for thee only 1 
with to prolong exiſtence here ; 
for thee only, on the bed of 
death, will my fond regrets. be 
excited | — But I have duly pre- 
pared thee for the trying hour, 
when thy earthly parent and guide 
ſhall, « for a ſhort ſeaſon,” be 
parted from thee ; I have im- 
preſſed and fortified thy mind 

| > with 
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with the ſublime truths of chriſ- 
tianity and unceaſingly inculcated 
therein the principles of virtue; 
for the reſt, committing thee to 
the provident and protecting care 
of that Good Being, © whoſe 
% tender mercies are over all his. 
„ works.” 

Write to me, my friend, re- 
lieve me from the apprehenſions 
which your filence excites ; the 
| intereſt that my heart is wont to 
take in whatever concerns you, 
prompts it to determine its mea- 


ſure of happineſs or infelicity by 


yours. 


HENRY IAR WOOD. 
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Tart HoN. FRANCIS WEBBER, 


ſubdued. I have practiſed every 


; 
j 
4 


LETTER LXIV. 


EDWARD GoRDoN, Es Q. 


* 18 Julia, compared to whom 

the reluctant Daphne was 
all-complying, and Diana hot as 
the entrails of tna; is ſtill un- 


refined artifice, which long expe- 
rience, and the genius of love, 
ene ever 
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ever fertile in expedients, could 
ſuggeſt or deviſe; I have poured 
into her ear the ſoft inſinuations, 
the tender ſentiments which al- 
lure to love and Joy ; cloathed in 
the language of glowing and ſe- 
ductive eloquence, thoſe ideas: 
which imperceptibly diſſolve the 
froſts of virtue from the heart; 
remove thoſe obſtructions which 
education or prejudices have raiſed; 
inſpire the ſoft languiſhments, or 
excite the burning ardours of de- 
ſire, in vain, — My well-acquired 
honours totter on my brow, and 
I anticipate the diſgrace of un- 
ſucceſs, 
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I have likewife endeavoured to 
make the ſenſibility of this mo- 
dern Lucrece, ſubſervient to my 
deſigns; and have accordingly 
called in the aid of feigned paſ- | 
fion, and all the powers of the 
pathetic. I have put on the fla- 
vering bib; and, as occaſion de- 
mands, can drivel into ſympathy, 
or whine in ſentiment.— : · Glorious 
« cares! Methinks I hear Webber 
exclaim, in his uſual ſtrain of 
'irony — but no matter; — for the 
reſt, affecting to ſympathize with. 
the feeling boſom of Julia, 1 
have melted into tears at the fate. 
of Amelia, and joined in the ten- 
_ TE. der 
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der commentary of my fair, on 

Prior's tale of Henry and Emma. 
Finding I am likely to loſe 

much time before this fair for- 


treſs; I mean ſhortly to deliberate 


on the expediency of changing my 
plan of operations; — Perſeve- 
rantur has hitherto been my 
motto, and the invariable rule of 


my conduct i in all my amours.— 


thou perſeverance, 


HFaſt gain'd more females unto love and Gordon, 
Than all his other aids could have atchiev'd, 
Without thy potent ſuccour, 


chus have I parodized the ad- 
dreſs of Mahomet to ambition. 
Suckling 
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Suckling lies open before me, 
with an extract from his Love's 


P Litany“ — 1 ſhall conclude | 


this epiſtle. —— 


Tell me then the reaſon, why 
Love from hearts in love does fly? 
Why the bird will build a neſt, 
Where he ne'r intends to reſt ? 


Love, like other little boys, 

Cries for hearts, as they fox toys; 
Which, when gain'd in childiſh play, 
Wantonly are thrown away; 


Still on wing, or on his knees, 
Love does nothing by degrees: 


Baſely flying, when moſt priz d; 
Meanly fawning, when deſpis'd. 


Flatt'ring 
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Flatt'ring or inſulting ever; 
Generous and grateful never: 
All his joys are fleeting dreams, 
All his woes ſevere extremes. 


EpwARD GoR DON. 
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? 


LETTER LXV. 
 Epwarp Go DO, Es q. 
T 0 


THE Hon. FRANCISs WE BRBER. 


M V hopes revive ! —— Why 

did I for a moment doubt of 

the care of that propitious power 

who hath fo often crowned with 

ſucceſs the amorous projects of 
Gordon ? — or why ſuffer my con- 

fidence 
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fidence in the conſummate ad- 
dreſs, and the long- tried talents of 
Wilmot, to abate? E're long, 
Julia ſhall be mine! Seek not to 
know how or when; all ſtrata- 
| gems .in love and war are fair; 
and 


When ſucceſs a lover's toil attends, 
Few alk if fraud or foree attain'd his ends. 


EDdwARD GORDON. 


LE T- 
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LETTER LVI. 


Henry FENTON, 


Julia HARwOOPD. 


| _ CarcvrTrta, 
© QEPARATED from all that my 


ſoul holds dear, remote from 
' happineſs and Julia, I recall thoſe 
= hours of pure and unallayed fe- 
| 4 2 which J have paſſed in the 
1 boſom 
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boſom of love and tranquility, 


enjoyments, the memory of which 


no time can eradicate, no diſtance 


can diminiſh. 
From thoſe regions of the 
rifing day, where the ſun darts 
its downward rays with unre- 
mitted and intenſe heat, where 
no cooling breeze moderates its 
fervour, no ſhowers refreſh the 
parched and burnt up ſoil, where 
each ſurrounding object revives by 
contraſt the remembrance of my 
native land, and excites the fond 
regrets of my ſoul. 


Yet, even here, the hope that 
Julia and her Fenton ſhall meet 


— again, 


— wÄ —¹ chan ———— 
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again, never more to part; that 
with her I ſhall en joy the reward 
of all my toils, of all my dan- 
gers; — and realize thoſe wiſhes 
that my fond heart unceaſingly 
forms; ſupports me. — When I 
reflect on the purſuit in which I 
am engaged ; that of acquiring 
for Julia the means of eaſe and 
independance ; I feel myſelf in⸗ 
ſpirited; I proceed with alacrity 
towards the attainment of that moſt 
deſirable object. N 
Ever dear companion of my 
earlier days! object of my fondeſt, 
tendereſt affections! cheriſh in 
common wi me, that paſſion 

which 


. 
_ 
* 


. 


Axp Miss Louis SAVILLE, 73 


which hath long united us! if, 
as it is ſaid, and the heart of 
Fenton confirms the ſuggeſtion, 
that love is ſtrengthened and en- 
creaſed by abſence ; Julia is con- 
ſtant, true to the mutual vow 
which our paſſion dictated, and, 
thoſe aſſurances of unalterable 
love, which we have inter- 
changed. 

Whether in my hours of bu- 
ſineſs or relaxation, in company 
or alone, Julia is ever preſent ; 
1 indulge in the retroſpect of 
former times, and memory, 
faithful to paſſion, exhibits each 
dear and intereſting idea, height- 
VOL. II. D ened 
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tened and embelliſhed by the 
pleaſing colourings of fancy : — | 
time and ſpace are at once anni- 
hilated, and I am again in the 
preſence of Julia, — in the par- 
ſonage, — behold the venerable 
protector and guide of my youth 
engaged in the taſk of our edu 
cation, inculcating thoſe virtues 
on which his ow blameleſs life 
formed the beſt comment I mix 
in the innocent paſtimes of the 
villagers, I ſee my Julia, love- 
lieſt amongſt the lovely, preſiding | 
over the ſcene of rural felicity— { 
Happy hours! which I now 
retrace, and the memory of 

RE which 
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which cheers and ſupports me. 

What were my feelings when 
we laſt parted, when, in ſilent 
anguiſh, we deplored the neceſſity 
that denounced our ſeparation — 
I know not, — for at that diſ- 
treſsful moment, my ſoul was 
abſorbed in ſorrow, and its fa- 
culties ſuſpended ; the portrait of 
Julia, which - I have placed next 
my heart, and which, at the mo- 
ment that I write this, is preſſed 
by its threbbings, is the only 
memorial I retain of our parting ; 
in vain I try to retrace each cir- 
cumſtance, to recall each fleeting 
and imperfe&t idea, they elude 
Ds. my 


- — 
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my efforts, appearing. to my re- 
membrance like the confuſed and 
vaniſhing images of a dream.— I 
beheld my native ſhores recede 
with that regret, which leaving 
whatever is dear to us muſt in- 
ſpire — I continued to explore the 
land long after intervening miſts 
had hid it from my anxious 
view — and even when the wide 
expanſe of ſea and ſky announced 
our diſtance from the place we 
had left, fancy, with kind de- 
ception, prolonged the pleaſing 
illuſion, and the ſhades of night 
deſcending, ſeemed only to con- 
F ceal 
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ceal what had long beſos diſ- 
appeared. 

The books which you pre- 
ſented me with, before my de- 
parture, compoſed my chief a- 
muſement during the voyage, nor 
could aught better ſooth the pangs 
of abſence, or give me back the 
idea of Julia, the tender and im- 
paſſioned ſcenes of Shakeſpeare and 
Otway, which we have ſo often 
periſ-1 together, and the paſſages 
which you have marked as emi- 
nently beautiful and affecting, with 
the comment which you have 
| here and there made upon them, 
renders theſe volumes an invalu- 


D 3 able 
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able treaſure. I read them over 
truly, (as, Codrington fays) © with 
« a lover's eye,” till the excellen- 
| cies of the poets are forgotten, 
and the idea of the beloved donor 
entirely poſſeſſes my mind. 
Thus do I cheriſh thoſe af- 
fections which bind me to Julia, 
' revolve paſt - happineſs, and look 
forward to the future with hope. 
May that good being, who 
makes innocence and worth his 
peculiar care, continue to protect 
and preſerve thee in the full en- 
Joyment of every blefling. 
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LETTER LXVII 
Tux Rev. HENRT HARwoep. 
Mr. HENRY FEN TOx. 


GOLICITOUS as I have ever 


been to form your mind, your 


manners, and your heart, and 
to qualify you for acting your 
part in ſociety, conformably to 
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the double ſcheme of duty en- 


joined to every man in reſpect to 
himſelf, and to his fellow-crea- 
tures—1 behold, with unſpeakable 
joy, the fair and promiſing fruit 
of all my anxious cares, and aſ- 
ſiduous cultivation, ripened to per- 


fection; for this my ſon 


I paſs'd my watchings o'er thy helpleſs years, 


The tender labours, the compliant cares. 


But I fee with mingled anx- 
iety and hope, the time approach, 
when, quitting the peaceful and 
happy retreat in which you have 
hitherto lived, you are to engage 
in the buſier ſcenes of life ; but 
| you 
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you enter on the ſcene of diffi- 
culty and danger, with a mind 
prepared and fortified by the prin- 
ciples of manly virtue, thoſe rules 
of conduct which I have for years 
inculcated, are now to be called 
into action, ſurrounded and affailed 
as you will be on every ſide, by 
temptations or by perils, here al- 
lured, there endangered, here the 
ſeductions of vicious pleaſure, there 
the attacks of malevolence ; here 
the ſecret defigns of treachery, 
there the more avowed, but leſs 

fatal intents of open enmity. 
Even thoſe amiable and eſtimable 
qualities which conſtitute the hap- 
D 5 pineſs 
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pineſs and dignity of our nature, 


will be, perhaps fatally, turned 
againſt you; that ſenſibility of 
ſoul, that uncorrupt ſimplicity of 
heart, are, in the commerce of 
the world, often hurtful, ſome 
times deſtructive to their poſſeſſor; 
but theſe muſt be regulated, my 
ſon, not ſuppreſſed; ſuffer them 
to operate to that end for which 
they were beſtowed, to be the 
ſources of your own happaneſs, 
and to promote that of mankind, 
to give to the ſorrowing heart the 
tribute of ſympathetic conſolation, 
adminiſter to and relieve the wants 
of the wretched and needy, draw 

| 1 
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forth humble merit from ob- 
ſcurity, and ſupport ſuffering 


virtue. 


For the reſt, — place your ſole 
dependence upon Him, who go- 
verns the univerſe, who is ever 
preſent, and whoſe guidance and 
protection the virtuous never find 


remitted. 


I have committed to writing 
thoſe precepts which I have lon g 
inculcated to you; recur often 
to them, they will be (under 
God) as a guide to my ſon, 
„% ˖ĩ 


, n n 6 . A 4 "RE * a» ” 48 7 win, 
a r * N Wi „ ²˙ TORO N * 
v C ² eas AE Saas. 2, W 
- SAT oe os. PIO > OI» n 3 > * be Bhs 1 n 

; 5 FEEL : 8 * O 1 4 - Wy IS ag: * = v4 £ 
5 3 "me hh . 3 * 5 If EN n 13 Y 
, * 3 3 +." 4 # 8 
i 2 . 


84 Hiſtory of Cranes FALKLAND, Eſq. 


in the difficulties and perils that 
he muſt inevitably encounter in 
his paſſage through life. 


HENRY HARWOO D. 
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LETTER LXVIII. 


James WILMor, 


EPwWARD GoR DON, Es d. 


OUR orders have been punc- 
tually attended to. — Every 
thing promiſes ſucceſs to our de- 


ſign. — Sufan is engaged, ſhe had 


no qualms, but what the appli- 


cation 


44 
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cation of gold removed. 

e Indeed, theſe frail fair ones are ever 
prompt to enter into any ſcheme 
by which they may draw others 
of their ſex into the ſame ſtate 
with themſelves, and they cer- 
tainly, from the nature of their 
calling, are under a ſort of ob- 
ligation to extend their own lauda- 
ble example, and keep up the 
number of Venus's votaries undi- 
miniſh ede. 

J have procured the dreſſes, 
and have fixed to-morrow even- 
ing, at our old quarters, for the 
rehearſal of our piece, with the 
merits of which you are already 

ac- 
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acquainted, but which, like moſt 
others, muſt receive ſucceſs from 
the abilities and addreſs of the 
actors. 


James WILMor. 


LE T- 
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3 . 


EDWARD GoR DON, Es q. 


TRE Hon. FRANCIS WEB BER. 


ULL that I was, not to have 
developed ſooner the heart 
YL of Julia; I, who acquainted with 
| all the intricacies of the female 
character, and have ſo often wind- 

| a 
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ed, that more than Dædalean la- 
byrinth —— 


Julia's affections are en gaged, 
a priori. ] yeſterday made the 
important diſcovery, when being 
at Harwood's, — Julia ſearching 
for ſomewhat in her pocket, took 
out the miniature portrait of a 
man, pretending to admire the 


abilities of the painter; and ſtill 


more, the fine air of the ori- 
ginal. I gathered from Harwood, 
that the portrait was that of 
a perſon of the name of Fenton, 


who is now in India, whither 


he went ſome years ſince, with 
g ; p an 


1 vi 
| \s 3 
„ 44 4 
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an appointment in the ſervice of | 
the company. He is the fon of, -- | 
a clergyman, who, being a par- | 
ticular friend of Harwood's, and 
dying, left this his ſon, then an 
infant, to the care of the father 
of Julia, — Thus far Harwood. 
Now that Fenton is the object 
of Julia's attachment, is obvious 
and certain; but that he ſhould 
paſs ſo many years with an ami- 
able and beautiful woman, and 
after all, leave her in ftatu quo; 
(this, by the way, is only pre- 
ſuming on the matter) ſuffering 
the dull and inconcluſive forms of 
courtſhip to be the ne plus ultra 
(excuſe 
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(excuſe this pedantry) of his pro- 
ceedings, is a circumſtance that 
gives me no very favourable opi- 


nion of this rival of mine. 


This diſcovery is fortune and 
opportune. I know not how long 
N 1 ſhould have lingered before this 

fair fortreſs, in the vain ex- 

pectation of reducing it by regular 
approaches, little ſuſpecting that 

it was in a ſtate of ſuch im- 

pregnable defence, and that ſo 

powerful an adverſary guarded the 

Citadel. — You ſee that, in the 

terms of Mars and Venus' wars, 


there is no ſmall relation; ſo to 
con- 
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conclude my letter in the military 
ſtyle, I inform you, that I ſhall 
forthwith change my mode of 
attack, and prepare all my forces 
for a general aſſault. 


EDWARD GORDON. 


* 
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LETTER 1x 


Julia HARwoop, 


HENRY FENTON. 


I TAKE up the pen to alle- 
viate the pains of abſence, and 
blunt the ſenſe of the keen anx- 


ities that oppreſs me. 


Why did my Fenton ever leave 
me:? Leave, in the purſuit of 


fortune, 
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fortune, Britain and Julia ; we 
already poſſeſſed a competency, 
which, with mutual affection, 
would have been an inexhauſtible 
ſource of happineſs, the true en- 
joyments of life, ſecured to us, 
we needed not its ſuperfluities, 
which only ſuper-add to its cares, 
or take from its felicities. 

In thoſe moments, when ſoli- 
tude encourages thought, my mind 
reverts to the paſt, with pleaſing 
tranſport, and contemplates the 
future with anxiety and fearful 
hope, fancy englooms the viſion- 
ary ſcene, preſentiments of ill in- 
trude, and preſent, in proſpect, 
ſcenes 
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= of diſappointment and 
woe. 

What a fate was that which 
ſevered us ! growing from infancy 
to youth together, our ſouls con- 
genial and united, exiſting but in 
each other; how painful, how 
intolerable, was then a momentary 
abſence! Alas! we had not pre- 
pared our hearts for a long and 


cruel ſeparation, nor imagined that 
oceans would ſoon divide us from 
each other! 
How have 1 ſurvived your de- 
| parture, or borne the pangs of 
abſence ? In your ſociety and 
| converſe. my happineſs centered ; 


years 


— — — = 
— = 
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years revolyed in unvaried bliſo 
and the lapſe of time was un 


perceived, but when you were no 


longer preſent, then were the mis 


nutes counted, in dull and tedious 
progreſſion. 5 1 

I feel within my boſom a 
painful void ; my heart is preyed 
upon by its own feelings, and 


_ diſcomfort and anxiety hath ex- 


pelled tranquillity and joy from 
my ſoul, deſtitute of that forti- 
tude which is ſo eſſential to its 


ſupport; it ſinks and requires the 


fond attentions, the ſoothing and 


tender cares of Fenton, to raiſe 


and reſtore it. 
N Why 
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Why was my heart formed ſo 
ſuſceptible of thoſe tender feel · 
ings, thoſe ſoft impreſſions, 
which conſtitute at once its 
| happineſs and infelicity ? Why 
were its affections irrevocably fixed, 
| Whilſt yet, unconſcious of the 
cauſe, and ignorant of the name 
of the paſſion, knowing it but 
in its effects, ere love had yet 
dictated the language of tender 
and impaſſioned ſentiment, and 
our eyes only, but with more 


eloquent and powerful expreflion, 
interchanged thoſe glances that at 
once kindled and fed the flame? 
this mutuality of ſoul, time en- 
Vol. II. W creaſed 
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_ creaſed and confirmed; and what 
nature and paſſion had done, rea- 
ſon approved. 
| But why do I complain ? doth 
| not Fenton ſympathize with the 
| kindred ſoul of Julia ? 

It is fortune, unfavouring, in- 
exorable fortune, that interdicts | 
our union ; love has ever been 
the. object of its frowns, as if, 
to enjoy its bliſſes, unallayed, 
were not to be granted to 
mortals. 
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Here, where every ions forms, 
with you, a local connexion ; 
where every object contributes to 
revive your remembrance, and to 


imprint 
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imprint your image more deeply nn 


in my mind; I find conſolement, 
and a perpetual ſource of pleaſing 1 


ſenſations. | | 
My father's health declines | | 
daily, and is another cauſe of my 


preſent anxiety ; — he gone, what 
ſhall Julia do? Her parent and 
protector no more; and he, who 
alone can ſupply her loſs, abſent 
from her! — Return! ah, return! 
and give to the diſconſolate Julia 
that happineſs which ſhe has been 
taught to find in you alone, and 


which you only can beſtow ! 
Juria HaRrwoop. 


Ba: LS 
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LETTER IXXI. 


EpwARD GorDoN, EsQ, 
To 
Trrt Hon. Francis WEBBER, 


be mine is laid, 


And only wants my kindling torch to ſpring. 


1 HAVE juſt returned from my 
| confederates; we have thus 
concerted our deſign, Suſan, who, 
you know, firſt received her cre- 
dentials from me, is to bear a 
| prin- 


y+) 
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principal part in it ; ſhe is to per- 
fonate my Lady, whilſt Wilmot 


is to appear as Sir John * * *. 


What will not the inventive genius 
of intrigue deviſe to effect its pur- 
poſes ? To Wilmot the credit of 
the whole plan is juſtly due; 


| this Machievel of intrigue ſoars 


far beyond me, who, you know, 
am no mean adept in the noble 


ſcience of ſeduction ; but on this 


occaſion I ſubmit to him, not 


conceiving it at all derogatory to my 


acknowledged talents to ſerve un- 


der ſo great a maſter. 


This affair had nearly proved 
fatal, from the man of faſhion 
E 3 and 


— 
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and gallantry, whoſe primary ob- 


Jets in ſuch caſes, ſhould ever 
be the gratification of deſire, and 
the reputation of an amour : I 


had abſolutely began to degene- 


rate into the whining ſincerity of 
real paſſion! I had nibbled at 
the bait, till I was almoſt faſtened 
on the hook. 5 

But what will Webber think 


of me, when he is given to under- 


ſtand, that I had actually addreſſed 


a ſonnet to Julia ! — and had diſ- 


covered other equally dangerous 


ſymptoms ; from which, however, 

due reflection, and the preſcriptions 

of Wilmot hath relieved me. 
888 3 
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But the hour of my appoint- 
ment approaches; Sir John, his 
amiable Lady, and your , humble 


ſervant, proceed in Form to the 
parſonage. 


EDWARD GoRDONS 


E 4 LEX. 


1 
. # ; 
"2 
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LETTER LXXII. 


James WiIlLMoT, 
70 


EpwARD GoRDON, Es a, 


1 Have engaged the houſe in 
which you formerly received 
your fair enamorato from the De- 
vizes : — Owens and Rivers will 
attend; we can rely on them, — 
1 


1 
j 
0 
| 

3 
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Suſan Melville will procure a 
brace of ſubalterns from her quar- 
ters: here, indeed, we find ſome 
difficulty, the younger order of 
the ſiſterhood are not deep enough. 
ſor the occaſion 3 beſides, I am 
apprehenſive that the /lrong ex- 
preſſion of their countenances 
might blow our whole deſign. 
Suſan Melville will ſeek out 
for two old Corinthians, grown 
grey in the ſervice, and. who, 
with the aid of dreſs, &c. &c. 
may be made to appear with that 
matronly, or, if you will, maid- 


enly and decorous aſpect, as will 
. E 5 beſt 
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beſt conciliate the confidence of 
our gueſts, — Every other ar- 
rangement is made. 


James WIIMor. 


LE T. 
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LETTER LXxXIII. 


Miss Lovisa SAvILLE,. 
T. © 


Miss ELtonerR HOWARD. 


AvICNONm. 


In theſe deep ſolitudes, and awful cells, 
Where heav'nly-penſive contemplation dwells, 


And ever-muſing melancholy reigns 


'ERE, in the ſolitude and 

gloom of a convent, I en- 
deavour to forget the diſaſtrous 
E 6G incidents 
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incidents of my life; in thoſe 
ſacred and ſolemn abodes, where 
the emotions and paſſions, that 


had long deprived the foul of 


reſt, are wont to ſubſide, and 
give place to tranquillity and hap- 
pineſs. 


The ſoul, no longer enthralled 
by earthly objects, here ſeeks to 
be re-united with that divine 
power, from whom it derives its 
origin; — but not for me 


the blameleſs veſtal's lot, 
The world forgetting, by the world forgot; 
Eternal ſunſhine of the ſpotleſs mind! 
Each prayer accepted, and each wiſh reſign'd 
Labour 
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Labour and reſt, that equal periods keep; 
Obedient ſlumbers, that can wake and weep? 
Deſires compos'd, affect ions ever ev'n; 


Tears that delight, and ſight that waſt to 
heav'n. 


For me, my Eleoner, 
Far other dreams my erring ſoul employ, 
Far other raptures of unholy joy. 


Like another Eloiſa, J entered 
theſe holy manſions. My heart 
burning with the violent ardours 
of paſſion, which far from being 

extinguiſhed or abated, by time, or 
the ſeverities which my order en- 
joins, receives daily encreaſe and 
ſtrength ; — the image of Falk- 
land is ever before me 


If 
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If here my ſorrows receive al- 
leviation, it'is from the company and 
converſe of ſome ſiſters, who, like 
me, have been the victims of an 
unfortunate paſſion ; we communi- 
cate to each other. the fad par- 
ticulars of our lives, and relieve 
mutual woe, by mutual ſympathy. 


LovisA SAVILLE. 
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LETTER IX. 


HENRY FENTON, 
T O 
Jour IA HARwWOOD. 


$f. Helena. 


F ORT UNE, favourable to my. 

wiſhes, gives me back to Ju- 
lia and to love, to the country 
and relatives ſo dear to the ſoul 
of Fenton. 


The 
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The years that have paſſed 
ſince my departure from Eng- 
land, make a conſiderable portion 
of my life; but they have been 
ſucceſsfully devoted to the acqui- 
ſition of that. competence, which 
I truſt will enable me to enjoy. 
in domeſtic happineſs, a ſweet ob- 
livion of my toils, and termination 
of my wanderings. 
When I review the viciſſi- 
tudes of my life, the perils and. 
difficulties I have encountered, and 
happily ſurmounted, I am filled 
with a conſciouſneſs of my own 
weakneſs and inability. — I raiſe 
my ſoul towards the great author 

of. 
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of my being, with ſentiments of 
' reverence, gratitude, and adoration. 
Continue, O all powerful and be- 
neficent Being, continue to ex- 
tend to me thy divine favour, and 
protecting care, averting evil, and 
inducing good! 
I fail from hence in a few 
days; my impatience encreaſes as 
I approach the objects of my 
Wiſhes I invoke the winds to 
accelerate the tardy courſe of the 
veſſel „ reproach the tedious hours 
that withhold us from each other. 
A veſſel is now on the point 
of failing for England, 41 here 
are engaged in writing home, I 
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am half inclined to take my paſ- 
ſage to England in this veſſel; 
J ſhould meet Julia ſooner, my 
affections preſs on. one ſide, on 
the other, the care of that pro- 
perty which is to be the means 
of ſecuring to us eaſe and inde- 
pendence : here Julia again. has 
an intereſt, and here ſhe again 
determines me, I repreſs my ar- 
dent and anxious impatience, and 
compel my affections to concur 
in the prolongation of an ab- 
ſence, in which a month is to 
me as a term of years. —I know 
not how it is, my Julia, but the 
heart of your Fenton enjoys nat 

its 
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its wonted eaſe; but why anti- 
cipate ill? the paſt favours of 
Heaven ſhould inſpire hope and 
confidence, and repell gloomy 
ſolicitude and boding fear. 

I have now before me Thom- 
ſon's Seaſons, I have been pe- 
ruſing that part of it where he 
ſo well delineates the paſſions, 
and deſcribes with ſuch elegance 
and truth, the felicity of the 


marriage ſtate. 


Oh! ſpeak the joy, ye, whom the ſudden tear 
Surprizes often, while you look around, 
And nothing ſtrikes your eye, but ſights of bliſs; 
All various nature preſſing on the heart. 
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An elegant ſufficiency, content, 
Retirement, rural quiet, friendſhip, books, 
Eaſe, and alternate labour, uſeful life, 


Progreſſive virtue, and approving heav'n. 


Henay FENTON. 
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LETTER LXXV. 


Mr. Henry FENT OV, 


Tnr Rev. HENRY HARwood,. 


| | S!. Helena. 
FRIEN and guide of my 
youth! accept the tribute 
which the grateful heart of Fenton 
dictates. 
„ After 


0 
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After a long and irkſome ab- 
ſence from my native land; fa- 
vouring heaven hath anſwered your 
prayers, and realized your hopes 
for my ſafety and ſucceſs; I re- 
turn to Britain, return to the en- 
joyment of thoſe bleſſings, the 
temporary privation of which will = 
now heighten and endear their 
poſſeſſion. 
, My ſecond parent ! thou con- 
ſtant to the friendſhip that had 
long united thee and my father, 
when he on the bed of deatn 
conſigned his ſon, ſoon to be an 
orphan, to thy care; thou re- 
ceived me beneath thy roof, and, | 
| with 
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with a parent's affection and tender- 


neſs, led me from infancy to man- 
hood * 

M father,” faid the Athe- 
nian philoſopher, © gave me life ; 
but my preceptor has taught 


e me the knowledge of its true 


« uſe and enjoyments; —and if, as 
thou haſt often taught me, the 


moft ſupreme degree of human 


_ happineſs, ariſes from conſcious 


rectitude and the practice of virtue; 


and that then man only ap- 
proaches to the perfection, or has - 
communicated to him the attri- 
butes of the divinity, when imi- 
tating the divine exampler and 
5 obeying 
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obeying his commandments ; his 
objects are, to adminiſter to af. 
fliction, to wipe the tear from the 
check of ſorrow, to raiſe the vir- 
tuous and depreſſed, to befriend the 
friendleſs ; ſurely thoſe principles 
of Univerſal Benevolence, which 
| at once communicate and reward 3 
themſelves, are eminently yours; 
yours thoſe exquiſitely delightful 
ſenſations, which flow from the 
exerciſe of the ſocial affections, 
and the dictates of a heart warm 
in the intereſts of humanity ; 
ſublime enjoyments ! which I 
often heard you declare you 
would net exchange for all that 
TY wealth 


AND Miss Louisa SAVILLE. 121 


tha wealth or fortune could be- 


ſtow. 


Whatever my degree of eſti- 
mation with the good, what- 


ever my ſucceſs in life, to 


thee I owe it; — for every con- 


tingency your foreſight had pro- 


vided ; often have you compared 
life to a voyage, in which the 


higheſt virtue, and the moſt per- 
feat knowledge, cannot always 
ſecure their poſſeſſor from the 


_ dangers which encompaſs him; 


dangers which no prudence can 
foreſee, no ſagacity elude: you 


impreſſed my mind with thoſe in- 
Vor. II. F ſtructions, 
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ſtructions, which if they do not 
eventually enable td eſcape, yet 
lighten the preſſure, or repel the 
7 ſtrokes of misfortune ; that reſig- 
nation to the will of heaven, that 
humble hope,” that confidence 
in its protection and ſapport, 
which inſpirits and invigorates the 
mind; enabling it not only to 
endure calamity, but converting it 
into pleaſure and ſweet conſole- 
ment, its ſhafts from us, or ren- 


dering them impaſſive. 118 
Thus have I, with fecurity 
and ſucceſs, paſt through the moſt 
trying ſcenes of life, and engaged 
in thoſe purſuits which, whilſt 
| dur 
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our knowledge of mankind is en- 
larged, and our fortune advanced, 
it is too often found that theſe 
attainments have been made at the 
expence of the principles which 
conſtitute the beſt enjoyments, and 
trueſt dignity of life. 

And now, my father; for that 
name beſt expreſſes my reverence 
and affection, permit me to advert 
to a ſubject in which the heart 
of Fenton has a peculiar and ten- 
der intereſt; — do you not anti- 
cipate me here? And need I men- 
tion the name of Julia ? You 
beheld the progreſs of our paſſion, 
and gave your ſanction to the fond 

F 2 vows 
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vows which united our hearts — 
yet, when you reflected on the ne- 
ceſſity that denounced our ſepa- 
ration, your anxious wiſhes for our 
happineſs prompted you to interdict 
it; but the trial is paſt, the ob- 
ject of my labours and anxious 
cares are accompliſhed ; I look 
forward to that happy hour, when 
1 ſhall receive Julia from the 
hand of her father, and our fe- 
licity be rendered 3 and 
81 


HENRY FEN TON. 


LE T- 
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LETTER LXXVI. 


EDwARD GoRDoON, Es q. 


T 0 


Taz Hon. FRANCIs WEBBER. 


O U are now to learn ſome 


particulars of our viſit to the 
parſonage, the whole proceedings 
of the evening well deſerves to be 
recorded in the annals of gallan- 
try. | 


4 55 


126 Hiſtory of CHanLes FaIKTAVN, Eſq, 


To come at once to particu- 
lars, — I and my .compeers hav- 
ing met, we proceeded to Har- 
wood's, where we arrive, the coach 
door opens, I get out firſt, Wil- 
mot, who paſſed for a baronet, 
ſhammed to a degree of admira- 
tion, his gouty infirmities, next 
deſcends, exciting, by the violent 
contortions of his features, and 
his frequent and forcible expreſſions 
of acute pain, the ſympathetic 

feelings of old Harwood, he was 
fall ten minutes ere he reached 
the parlour, where in due reſpect 
to his rank, and in conſideration 
of his infirmities, he was com- 
8 . plimented 
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plimented with the parſon's eaſy 
chair. 

Suſan next enters upon the 
ſcene ; — but at her Ladyſhip's 
onſet, an accident rather mal-a-- 
propos occurred, through the auk- 
wardneſs of Tom, who would 
diſplay a ſpecimen of his ruſtic 
addreſs upon the occaſion, on 
ſtepping out of the carriage, ſhe 
| flipped, and came to the ground, 
the momentary diſplay which the 
| beauties of this immaculate fair- 
one . preſented, was a matter of 
little concern to her, but a twiſt 
which her ladyſhip's ancle re- 
_ ceived, excited ſome acclamations 
F 4 which. 
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which were rather out of cha- 
racter, and which vented them- 
ſelves on poor Tom; luckily the ; 
parſon was at this time engaged 
in attending Sir John, and in the 
interval her ladyſhip recovered her 
uſual compoſure and affability. 
Suppoſe now the uſual com- 
pliments over, the company ſeated, 
and the converſation commenced ; 
I was now forcibly ſtruck by the 
ſtriking contraſt which the preſent 
company afforded, and to the de- 
lineation or deſcription of which, 
the pencil of a Hogarth, or the 
pen of a Richardſon, were une- 


qual; the ye and his daughter 
I have 
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I have before brought you ac- 
quainted with. — Suſan and Wil- 
mot in their rea! characters you 
are no ſtranger to, of their aſ- 
ſumed ones I ſhall endeavour to 
give you ſome account. 
| Wilmot had on his part ſpared 
no pains to adapt himſelf to the 
occaſion ; but his countenance 

honeſtly defied every endeavour 
to diſguiſe; and muſt have ex- 
cited in any other minds but thoſe 
of the ſimple and unſuſpicious par- 
ſon and his daughter, ideas by no 
means favourable to our project. 
As to Suſan, ſhe was, if poſſible, 

| from her youth and florid com- 
F5 -plexion, 
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plexion, ſtill leſs calculated for 
the part ſhe filled, than Wilmot 
himſelf ; — the utmoſt ſtretch of 
human art would be unavailing to 
conceal the evident marks as ſhe 
exhibited, the fallow ſkin, the wi- 
thered cheeks, the wrinkled fore- 
head, and the ſcraggy neck of 
this antiquated beldam, ſeem to 
afford a memento of approaching 
diſſolution. Fa 

But all theſe favourable ap- 
pearances were unſucceſsful; I 
{ſoon found that I had moſt to 
apprehend from the polite and 
poliſhed converſation of thoſe two 
amiable and accompliſhed perſonages, 
the 
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the refined ſenſe, liberal ſentiment, 
and elegant expreſſion of Julia, 
were but ill- adapted to the pro- 
found ignorance, contracted ideas, 
and groſs vulgarity of her viſitors. 
— Suſan, conſcious of her defici- 
encies, with a diſcretion extremely 
rare in the ſex, obſerved a very 
proper and commendable reſerve 
during the evening; — but Wil- 
mot's foible of ſpeaking on ſub- 
jects, and arguing upon points of 
which he knows as little as one 
of my hunters, totally got the 
aſcendant of his uſual craft and 
: eircumſpection. — At one time he 
had involved himſelf in a contro- 
© 6 verſy 
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verſy with the parſon upon the 
doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, — at 
another time his reverence taking 
occaſion to advert to the ſtory of 
Joſeph, —Wilmot exclaimed, Had 
I been in Joſeph's place, with 
„ ſuch an opportunity, I ſhould 
«« certainly have embraced it.” 
Here very apparent ſigns of 
ſurprize and diſpleaſure appeared 
in the face of Harwood, — Julia 
bluſhed, —I however, palliated this 
_ untimely expreſſion of Sir John, by 
obſerving that he yet retained a 
remembrance of the gallantries of 
youth, and proceeded to lament 
the extreme propenſity of the age 
to 


* 3 ' 
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to pleaſureable diſſipation, ſtill 
more to be regretted, inaſmuch 
as characters the moſt diſtin guiſh- 
ed for ſenſe and abilities, and uni- 
verſally reſpected, were compelled 
to conform to the arbitrary ſway 
of faſhion.— This produced a long 
and deſultory diſcourſe on the part 
0 Harwood, to the infinite 
pleaſure and edification of his 
hearers. 


In this manner the evening 
paſſed — having given you a taſte 
of its delicious enjoyments — 1 
ſhall conclude with informing you, 
that at ten o'clock, we took our 

leave, 
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leave, having previouſly engaged 
Harwood and his daughter to. 
return our viſit on Wedneſday 
next. 


EDWARD GoR DON. 


LE T. 
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LETTER LXXVIL, 
Tur Rev. HENRY HAR WOOD. 


THe REV. WILLIAM BENNET. 


\ 


Agree with you that change of 
ſituation might afford me a 
temporary benefit though not an 
effectual relief to my preſent com- 


plaint. | 
| Julia 
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Julia has been much indif- 
poſed of late, — Fenton (for we 
are uſed to affociate he names) 
has ſucceeded to the poſſeſſion of 
a confiderable fortune in India, 
and is now on his return to Eu- 
rope; to live again to behold him, 
to receive him beneath that man- 
ſion in which his earlier years 
were paſſed, to confirm the 
union of him and Julia, by 
the ſacred and holy ties of the 
church, and to witneſs their 
mutual fel icity, is the ſole ob- 
ject which, on this ſide the grave, 
my wiſhes tend to, and for 
„„ 
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which my conſtant prayers are 
add reſſed to Heaven. 


HENRY HARwOop. 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 


THe HON. FRAncis WEBBER, 
To 


EpwarD Gon ox, Es c. 


OU have hitherto made me 
the confident of a deſign, 
which however conſiſtent with the 
ſyſtem of libertiniſm, you have long 
purſued, yet, as it is criminal and 
. „ 
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dreadful in the extreme, I cannot 


any longer remain ſilent, nor for- 


bear to expreſs my diſapprobation, 
nay, utter abhorrence of it; thus 


acquitting myſelf to heaven and 
to mankind, and eſcaping from 
that remorſe which would be my 


portion, I am determined no longer 


tacitly to conſent to the ruin of 
the amiable object of your deſigns. 
I faw Julia at church to-day, 


Eleoner pointed her out to me; I 


was ſtruck with admiration and 


regret, a form the moſt lovely 


and intereſting excited the former, 
the reflection, that a fate the mo{t 
dreadful to virtue and innocence 

| . 4 


— 
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un pended, the latter : — Harwood 
preached from the following text, 
which may perhaps extort a ſmile 
from Gordon; — but to me it 
appeared ſtrikingly pathetic and 
predictive, and excited the high- 
eſt ſenſations of pity and ſadneſs— 
* The day knows not what the 
2 night may bring forth.” —— 
Little did the good paſtor ima- 
gine, that he perhaps, of all his 
congregation, ſhould alone fatally 
ex ines the practical truth of 
his text. | 

If yet the voice of virtue can 
be heard amidſt the licentious and 
intem . ſcene of Pleaſurable 
paurſuits 
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purſuits to which the hours of 
Gordon are devoted. — If, amidſt 


the impulſes of paſſion, and the 


ardours of defire, the laws of hu- 


manity can operate — remit your 


preſent purſuit, nor, for a mo- 


| mary gratification, deſtroy the 


peace of a worthy family. 


But if my remonſtrances are 
to be diſregarded — — If virtue and 


humanity plead in vain ; — no 


more addreſs me upon a ſubject 


ſo odious to my principles, ſo 


painful to my feelings ; make me 


no longer the confident of your 


criminal and fatal meaſures — 


for 
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for ſurely Gordon, if there is 


choſen curſe, 
Or hidden thunder in the ſtores of Heay'n, 


Red with uncommon wrath — 


it is ſurely reſerved for him, who 
te breaking the bruiſed reed, in- 
ſtead of adminiſtering relief and 
ſupport to ſuffering virtue, ſeizing 
the opportunity that its hour of 
depreſſion affords, and aggravates 
calamity by ſeverer ills than Heaven 
itſelf had inflicted — Satan, about 
to diflolve the felicity and inno- 
cence of the parents of mankind, 

| „ 
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and conſign them to miſery, affords 
no unapt compariſon to your pre- 


ſent purpoſes; — on the whole, 


however, even the prince of hell 
is inferior to you in his claim to 
diabohcal praiſe, and in the wick- 
ed magnitude of his crime. Mil- 


ton's hero left to Eve the choice 


of her fate, you effect your pur- 


poſe by a combination of violence, 


fraud and perfidy. 


I ſhall conclude with obſerv- 


ing, that independent of the reaſons 


above ſtated, my approaching union 
with Miſs Howard, who is Julia's 


particular friend, ſhould, on my 


part, 
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part, preclude all further commu- 
nication with you upon this ſub- 
je ; but I ſhall at all times re- 
ceive the ſentiments of Gordon, 
upon leſs objectionable points, with 
that attention which is due to 
an old and beloved friend. 


FRANCIS WEBBER. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 


James WIL Mor, 
1 0 


 Epwarp GorDon, EsQ. 


UR moſt ſanguine hopes are 

anſwered ; the Argus of our 
deſign is likely to be abſent at 
its execution ; he is to-morrow 
to ſet out on a viſit to an -ac- 
Vol. Il. G Adquaintance 
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quaintance who lives about thirty 
miles diſtant, and his return is not 
expected before Sunday fortnight ; 
now or never, — we cannot ex- 
pect a more favorable opportunity 
to accompliſh our purpoſe. 


James WIL Mor. 


Er. 
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LETTER LXXX. 


E DWARD GoR DON, Es q. 
TO 


Tux How. FRAancis WEBBER. 


Jo Triomphe — Where are 


now your wiſe ſaws and 


modern entrances ;” apoſtate as 


thou art to the cauſe of love 
and gallantry, this laſt atchieve- 
„ ment 
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ment ſhall take the lead of every 
former one; far exceeding them 
in the greatneſs of its difficulties 
and varied operations of exqui- 
ſitely refined and intricate de- 


EpwWwARD GORDON, 


L E x. 


AND Miss Lovisa SAVILLE. 145 


LETTER Lan 


THE REV. HENRY HAR WOOD. 


Tux Rev. WILLIAM BENNET. 


TULIA is dangerouſly ill, and 
bbſtinately continues to re- 


fuſe all aſſiſtance, all conſola- 

tion. — 85 | 
Juſt Heaven ! why was the 

IN 6 3 moſt 
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moſt dreadful of calamities re- 

ſerved to embitter the cloſing pe- 

riod of thy ſervant's life? Where- 

fore didſt thou not in pity take 

us, ere the fatal event which muſt 

precipitate us in ſorrow to the 
tomb ? 5 


Oh! my child ! my beloved 
Julia ! folace and ſupport of my 
age, « how art thou fallen !” 
Whilſt the cruel ſpoiler yet lives 
and exults in our ſhame, triumphs 
in our ruin ! But I ſabmit to the 


ill of Heaven. Pardon! oh, my 
"God, if in the exceſs of a pa- 


rent's feelings, a parent's grief, I _ 
| have 
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have involuntarily . thy 
ons 

- . Gracious and Omnipotent Being! 
who haſt, ** till this late ſeaſon,” 

reſerved for thy ſervant, the moſt 
ſevere trial of complicated woe, 
endue me but with ſtrength pro- 
portioned to it, ſo ſhall I re- 
Joice in the chaſtening trial that 
| is to prepare me for eternal reſt 
in thoſe manſions, where the ills 
of human life ceaſe to exiſt, and 
where the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling.” 

| Thus, my friend, repoſing , with 
hope and confidence on the Great 
Author of my exiſtence, whoſe 
G 4 wiſdom 
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wiſdom is unſearchable, and at 
whoſe diſpenſations it were ' guilt 
to repine ; —I anticipate the hour 
when * that which is dark, ſhall 
be illumined, and that which is 
crooked, ſhall be made ftraight.”— 


Henry HARWOOPD. 
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LETTER LXXXII. 


TAE Rev. HENRY HARwWOOPD, 


THe Rev. WILLIAM BENN ET. 


1 F you would again behold Ju- 
lia, — haſten your arrival; 

the phyſician has declared his ſkill 
unavailing, g whilſt ſhe continues, 
by refuſing all aſſiſtance, to invite 
& 7s  . 
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her diſſolution. — She has been 
ſince laſt night delirious. — The 
author of our miſeries, obnoxious 
as he is become here, the re- 
ſentment of all the inhabitants ſo 
oreat, and their reſolutions of re- 
venge ſo high and determined, 
has conſulted his immediate ſafety 
by ſecreting or withdra wing him- 
ſelf. Mrs. Webber has not quit- 
ted Julia during her illneſs, at- 
tending her with the moſt affec- 
tionate care: haſten, my dear friend; 
your preſence in this hour of cala- 


mity will cheer and ſupport 15 de- 
ſolated ſoul. 


Henry HARwooD. 
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LETTER ILXXXIII. 
HENRY FenToN, EsQ. 
7 © 


STEPHEN MowBRAY. 


DE Al. 


FT ER years of abſence, re- 
turned to my country and 
friends; — but my heart is full 
its feelings and its ſwelling tran- 
ſports preclude exprefſion. — 
„ 
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1 ſhall meet you at Graveſend, 
from whence we will proceed to- 
gether to ®#®#*#, — julia and 
Mowbray ſhall reſtore to me the 


long loſt enjoyments of love and 
friendſhip. 


Henry FEN TON. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 


Mas. WEBBER, 


T O 


Miss Lovisa SAVILLE. 


Though my ſhock'd foul recoils, my pen. 
« ſhall tell, — 


TULIA,. the virtuous, the amia- 
ble, the beautiful Julia, is no 
more — She, whom we ſo lately 
beheld, in the bloom of youth 
e and 
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and beauty, endowed with every 
eſtimable quality, adorned. with 


every engaging grace: 


Dear and lamented. maid ! 
She, whoſe fond remembrance: 
of thee, whilſt it prompts this 
5 tribute to thy virtues, melts her 
ſoul into commiſeration for thy 
fate, into ſorrow for thy loſs !— 
And thou! to whoſe villanous 
ſchemes her honour, happineſs, 
and life, have been facrificed; 
for thee, what peculiar and ade- 
quate puniſhment hath avenging 
Heaven in ſtore ! — Or, what at 
this moment are the feelings. of 
: _ thine 
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thine own heart, the keen re- 
morſes of thy ſoul! after having 
effected its infernal work, and 
plunged a worthy and happy fa- 
mily into miſery and ruin! 


The advantages of birth and 
fortune, however juſtly they may 
be conſidered as belonging to vir- 
tue, are yet uneſſential to its true 
dignity; — Harwood and his 
daughter inherited all the virtues 
of a long line of anceſtry, but 
the. rank and fortune which had 
once diſtinguiſhed theſe, were ſa- 
| crificed to the principle of loyalty, 
which led them to adhere to the 
un- 
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unfortunate Houſe of Stuart, — 
The qualities of Julia, though 
condemned to the obſcurity of 
private life, would have graced a 


court. 


I have already informed you 
of the means by which Julia was 
betrayed, the heart-rending event 1 
am now to communicate. 


During the laſt three days of 


Julia's life, I did not leave her 
bed-fide; mean while, painfully 


witneſſing the approaches of death, 
the expired in my arms! — Her 
father, — but to the heart of 

Louiſa 


Ap Miss Louis SavIIIz. 1 57 


Said, deſcription were ſuperflu- 
ous ; — as for me the attempt 
would be vain, and a renewal of 
my ſorrows, 


She was yeſterday buried ; 
Harwood himſelf performing the 
laſt ſad duties to his beloved 
daughter; we would have diſ- 
ſuaded him from it, but he per- 
ſiſted in his reſolution 3 * 
Dos me not,” ſaid the virtuous 
man, © betray in this, an un- 
“% manly, or unchriſtian ſpirit, 
% want of a due ſubmiſſion to 
« the — of the moſt 

„ high, 
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high, or of fortitude in ſup» 


“ porting the trials he is pleafed 
« to inflict,” —— As he faid 
this, his countenance, no longer 


expreſſive of ſorrow and anguiſh, 
was brightened' by hope, and ani- 


mated by confidence, he pro- 
eeeded with firmneſs and com- 
poſure, to lead the ſorrowing 


train to the place where the body 
of Julia was to be depoſited, 


The place of her interment 
was at a conſiderable diſtance 


from the village : the ſun had 


no ſet, and the ſhades of evening 


de- 
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deſcending, threw a gloomy and 
awful ſolemnity around, which 
the ſtillneſs and ſolitude of the 
ſcene heightened, the faint glare 
of the torches, the wind ſtirring 
'the yew-trees that were planted 
along the avenue. 


We had now reached the en- 
trance of the church yard ; — 
two ſtrangers approach, who join 
the proceſſion ; — the coffin is let 
down into the grave, — at this 
moment one of the ſtrangers, ut- 
tering a deep groan, ſunk into 
the arms of the by-ſtanders — 


It 
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it was the lover of Julia, — 
Harwood recognizes him, — em- 
braces, hangs on him in ſpeech= 
leſs agony ——— - 


„ „ „ „ „ „ „ 


The paper is blotted with my 
tears — I cannot go on.— 


ELEONER WEBBER-. 


LE T- 
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LETTER LXXXV, 


CruaRLEs FALKLAND, Esq, 
T 0 


Mx. Jon HENRY D*AvBiGNY, 


Qursre. 

WI EN the fate which had 
driven me from Britain, 
continued to purſue me with uni- 
form and inflexible ſeverity, when | 
the few conſolations, which under 
the 
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the miſeries of exile, I had con- 
tinued to poſſeſs, were torn from 
me, life became inſupportable, 
and exiſtence a blank, — I was 
prompted to point the ſword 
againſt myſelf ; you forbade the 
intent, and withheld my hand ; 
reconciled me in part, to a life, 
which, though no longer de- 
ſirable, the aids of philoſophy, 
the compoſing and endearing of- 
fices of your friendſhi p r me 


to endure. 


When I left Europe, and with 
it ſcenes which continually re- 
vived the memory of my mis- 
fortunes, 
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fortunes, I little expected that, at 
the diſtance of three thouſand. 


miles, unknowing and unknown, 


ſeeking death in the midſt of de- 
ſtroying war, my ſorrows were to 
be renewed; each painful incident 
of my eventful and diſaſtrous life, 
again retraced, and thoſe wounds 
which time had in ſome degree 
healed, opened afreſh. 


In my laſt, written from Que- 
bec, I intimated our expectations 
of ſoon entering upon a ſcene of 
difficult and dangerous action, ſince 
when, the attack and reduction of 
Fort Pitt has been ſucceſsfully 


un- 
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_ undertaken, Montcalm command- 
ed, During the action the valour 
of a Britiſh officer particularly en- 
gaged my attention, and intereſted | 
me for him; he had fallen co- 
vered with wounds. I ordered 
him to be carried to my tent, 
where a ſurgeon attended. Viſiting 
him after the action, I found him 
ſpeechleſs and inſenſible, diſguiſed 
and disfigured by wounds and 
blood, yet did I fee in this 
ſtranger one whoſe features ap- 
peared to have been before known 
to me, but which now eluded my 
recollection. His ſenſes returned, 
| he raiſed towards me his eyes, 
4 5 ſuffuſed 
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ſuffuſed in the dim humidity of 
approaching death. He pronounces 
my name, — I diſcover in the per- 
bon of this Britiſh officer my 
friend Gordon; —— the enſuing 
ſcene was ſhort, and affecting; 
ſurprize, ſorrow, remorſe, he con- 
feſſed in faltering and imperfect 


accents, that he had violated, in_ 


reſpect to me, every principle of 
friendſhip and honour, that he 
had counterfeited in my name, 
letters to Louiſa, purporting my 
intention of giving my hand to 
another, had obtained her uncle's 
| conſent to their marriage, that on 
the night'of their intended nuptials, 
Vor, II. H Louiſa 


* 
* 
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Louiſa had fled, and that every, en- 
quiry after her had been fruitleſs, 
— He then reclined his head, and, 
in a few moments, groaned and 
expired. ads —— abo bn 

May the offence of the un- 
happy Gordon be expiated.] as in 
his death his perfidy is forgotten! 
Whilſt with humility and won- 
der, I contemplate this ſignal in- 
ſtance of retributive juſtice, and 
ſhed the tear of pity to human 
weakneſs, and human miſery. 


CuARLES FALKLAND. 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 


CHARLES FALKLAND, Es q. 
T 0 


Mx. Joun Henry DAU BIGN. 


MaRTINIQUE, 


F ROM the malignity of this 
climate, and the extreme 
fatigues I have endured, — I have 
contracted a malady, under which 
I daily decline, and which pre- 
by. H 2 cluding 
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cluding me from active ſervice, I 
ſhall take my paſſage in the firſt 
veſſel that fails from hence for 
Europe. 


CHARLES FALKLAND. 
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LETTER LXXXVIL. 


CHARLES FALKLAND, Es q, 
To 
Gro LRNex, Es d. 


NaN Tz. 
1 HAVE had a ſhort and fa» 


vourable paſſage from Mar-. 


tinique hither, but my diſorder 
rather encreaſes, a gently gradual 
decline accelerates my progreſs to 

1 the 


r * 
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the grave; and I enjoy the proſ- 
pect of. that diſſolution in which 
I ſhalt unboſom every ill. 


I go immediately forward to 


Avignon, and ſhall write to you 
from thence more fully. 


CHARLEs FALKLAND, 


"0 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 


Miss Lovisa SAvILLE, 


TO 


Mrs. WEBB:ER. 


AVIONON, 


W HEN I fought refuge in 
the gloom of a convent; 
I fondly hoped, that emboſomed 
in ſolitude and filence, I ſhould 
loſe in ſweet oblivion the me- 

Ha wm 
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mory of my griefs; but that 
faral paſſion to which the peace 
and happineſs of my ſoul has 
been facrificed, and whoſe effects 
the faded and declining form of 
your Louiſa atteſts, continues to 
1 rage within me with unabated 
violence, encreaſing and acquiring 
ſtrength as the diſſolution r life 
23 


But be ſtill my anxious and 
throbbing heart! g ſoon will thy. 
ſtruggles ceaſe, and no more ſhall 
agitation or diſquietude, inſeparable 
attendants on hopeleſs love, cor- 


rode or oppreſs thee! no more 
_ cheriſh 


% eternal peace, ſoon ſhall the ar- 
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cheriſh a paſſion which time and 
hopeleſſneſs ſhould have long ſince 
effaced or extinguiſhed, — No more 
will the loved image of Falk- 
land, intrude at thoſe moments 
when my ſoul raiſed to, and com- 


muning with its God, in the ſa - 


cred and ſolemn duties of de- 


votion. = Ah! then no more will 


it vainly ſtruggle to diſengage it- 
ſelf from thoſe attachments, which. 
ſeduce thoſe tender ties which en- 
chain it; that impaſſioned. ardour, 
which mixing with the fervor of. 
prayer, drags my ſoul from heayen 
to earth. — But in the boſom of 


H * dent 
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dent enthuſiaſm of an earthly paſ- 


ſion, all its unholy tranſports ſub- 
ſide! 


I have been for ſome days 
confined to my bed; my next 
tranſition, Eleoner, will be to the 
tomb! Welcome, O welcome as 
the port to the diſtreſſed and 
wearied mariner, who hath long 
encountered the perils of the ſea, 
and been toſſed by ſtorms and 
tempeſts ! One conſideration alone 
inflicts a pang ; — that inexorable 
fate which has uniformly oppoſed 
our union, ſtill holds obſcure and 
uncertain the fate of Falkland | 


* as 
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as of mine, he is alike uncon- 
ſcious; but ah! perhaps he lives 
not! lives not to experience the 
poignant, the unutterably painful 


feelings, which enanguiſh the kin- 


dred ſoul of his Louiſa ! | 


And oh, if fate ſome future bard ſhall join 
In ſad ſimilitude of griefs to inine ; 
Condemn'd whole years in abſence to deplore, 
And image charms he muſt behold no more; 
Such if there be, who loves ſo long, ſo well; 
Let him our ſad, our tender ſtory tell; 

The well-ſung woes will ſooth my penſive 
AS ghoſt; 

He beſt can paint 'em who ſhall feel them 
moſt. 


Louis A. 


H 6 L BT. 
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LETTER XLIX. 


Mz, Jonn HenayD'AvBiGNEy, 
17 0 
Groxer LINOx, Eso. 


Avicnon, 

SIR, ag 
M R. Falkland's indiſpoſition 
rendering him unable to 
write, I ſit down at his deſire to 
communicate the particulars of a 
5 | late 


* 
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late extraordinary and intereſting 
event.. 


Mr. F alkland- arrived here the 
27th of laſt month, —— but 
what a deplorable change in the 
perſon of our friend! no longer 
in the full poſſeſſion of youthful 
and blooming vigour ;_ his afflicted 
friends now behold him pale, ema- 
ciated and dejected; before his depar- 
ture from Nantz, the effects of that 
paſſi on which has marked his life 
with infelicity, were indeed {pparen t; 
but the languor and penſiveneſs 
which diſappointed love induced, 
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contributed to render more in- 
tereſting a form in which every 
mental endowment, every perſonal 
grace, concurred to dignify and 
adorn. — The malignity of the 
climate which he had lately left, 
appeared to have been equally 
fatal as the corroding anxieties of 
— love. 1 


| Being on a viſit to Ate. F alk- 
land on Tueſday laſt, we were fit= 
ting alone in his apartment, when 
a ſervant entered, and announced 
Mr. Le Cras, this gentleman is a 
phy ſician of ſome note. here, was 
a par- | 
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a particular friend of Mr. Falk- 
land's Father, and attended him in 
his laſt illneſs; his ſon, and Mr. 
Le Cras had not ſeen each other 
ſince the return of the former to 
Avignon, after ſome reciprocal 
compliments ' had paſſed, Mr. Ker 
Cras "Joitied us. | 


lr. Falktand, 2s is uſual with 
him when his company is ſelect, 
filled a glaſs of wine in remem- 
brance of his loved Louiſa ; — 
a tear ſtarted in his eye, —a fi- 
lence of a few minutes enſued, 
and the emotions which the tender 


adver- 
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adverſion of Falkland had raiſed 
were ſubſided, when Le Cras re- 
newed the converſation by remark- 
ing the powerful effect of ſym- 
pathy in alleviating, the ſenſe of 
| misfortune, and proceeded to ob- 
ſerve, that however great the 
conſolation which the feeling 
heart adminiſters to calamity ; 
yet, in caſes where two meet 
« who are alike unhappy, the 
ec communication is eminently 
calculated to. abate the ſenſe 
a6 of miſery,” and to conſtitute a 
« union of foul ſuperior to, and 


more permanent than. that 
« which. 
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4 which is produced by love; 


„ whole tendereſt, moſt endear- 


ing, and laſting ties reſult from 
«. or are formed by a mutuality 
« of ſuffering ; that principle of 
« ſympathy, which draws and 
« aflimilates the unhappy to each 
«other, flows from the - ſame 
« origin as love. — Pity,” ſays 
« he (addreſſing himſelf to Falke - 
% land) © melts the ſoul to love, 
and poſſeſſes in common with 
* that paſſion, the lenient power 
of aſſuaging the ills of huma- 
£ nity. 


r 2M I have- 
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ge have juſt returned, con- 
ee Le Cras, „ from à con- 
«« vent, where a young lady, a 
«« patient of mine, lies danger - 
% ouſly ill, and the particulars 
% of whoſe life and fortunes, 
« would; I think, much ex- 
*« cite your ſympathy. —— Her 
© mind the - moſt amiable and 
& accompliſhed, the charms of 
es her | perſon, which, notwith- 
4 ſtanding a ſeries of diſaſtrous 
es events, a long, ſevere, and 
4 painful illneſs, and the proſ- 
« pet of approaching diſſolu- 
be tion, ſhe = retains in a great 
46 de 
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% degree — all have intereſted 
„ me for her. I viſited her this 
« day for the laſt time, nor could 
I then ſuppreſs the emotions 
% of my heart — accuſtomed as I 2 
« am to ſcenes of this nature, 
ſtill did the involuntary ſigh, 
« and the ſtarting tear, at once 
« expreſs my ſorrow, and atteſt 
% my regret at che inefficacy of 


4 


© 


* 


. my art.. 
Falkland wept — I now with. 
ed that the converſation might 
take a turn to ſome topic not ſo 
immediately intereſting to the feel- 
ings 
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ings of our friend. —— Le Cras 
now proceeded to ſtate feveral 


particulars relative to the lady; 
at length informing us, that ſhe 


i Was a native of England, her name 
5 Louiſs Saville. 


„Falkland had liſtened to the 
relation of Le Cras with fixed 


and filent attention, though. with 
much apparent emotion, till the 


mention of the lady's name, when. 


ſtriking his forehead, and: fetching, 
a deep groan, be fell back in his 
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At length his ſenſes returned, 
when in faltering and imperfect 
accents he deſired to be led to 
Louiſa, — who was now repre- 
ſented by Le Cras as at the point 
of death; — an interview, how- 


ever, was neceſſary, but we dread- 
ed from it conſequences immedi- 
ately fatal to both. 


At Falkland's repeated entrea- 
ties Le Cras went to the convent, 
from whence he ſoon returned, 
accompanied by an eccleſiaſtic, 
who addreſſing himſelf to Falk- 
land, ſaid. I have at laſt 
1 found 


* 
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« found you, Sit; I entreat 
you to follow me, you will 

& reſtore peace to a troubled 
15 mind. 8 4 1 


He led us to a coach; we 
arrive at the convent, there was 
a ſinall chamber at the entrance 
of the apartment where Louiſa 


| lay. —— The door opened, and 
the abbeſs came forth; Falk- 
land was now advancing in ſilent 
anguiſh, and with trembling ſteps 
toward the chamber, but the ab- 
beſs gently oppoſed his too ab- 
rupt appearance in the preſence of 
. the 
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the dying lady. 
8 cc {ee her, Sir,“ | ſaid ſhe, ce hut 
* this (interview requires ſome 


6 preparation.” 


We were at length admitted, 
we ſtood for ſome minutes in 
filent aſtoniſhment and grief at 
the affecting ſcene that now pre- 
ſented itſelf. 


We beheld in the perſon of 
the lady, the long loſt and la- 
mented object of Falkland's love, 


the continual anxiety and agitation 


of her mind had viſibly affected 


her, 


% You ſhall 


© 
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her, her charming face was cloud- 
ed by the deepeſt tints of me- 
lancholy, and her whole form 
exhibited the fad effects of ſick - 

neſs and ſorrow. 


Falkland beheld her; — took | 
her hand, held it, and wetted it 


with his tears, each remained for 
ſome time incapable of utterance; 


Louiſa firſt broke that filence, 
which expreſſes, in a more lively 
manner, than all the powers of 
pathetic language, the genuine feel- 
ings of the heart. 7 


_ £6 My 
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« My own emotions, my dear 
Falkland, faid ſhe, too well 
inform me what paſſes in your 
breaſt. — This meeting to un- 
expected, ſo long and anxiouſly 
deſired, gives me back that felicity 
which our ſeparation had baniſh- 
ed; — it returns, it cheers my 
ſoul, and diſpels the gloom and 
diſcomfort that hath long oppreſ- 
ſed it. — Let us, my Falkland, 
look up to Heaven; let us there 
ſeek for thoſe unfading joys which 
are to compenſate for lives of 
uniform unhappineſs here. — tet 
us anticipate that happy ſtate, 
. 0 when 
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when naught ſhall ever again di- 


vide us from each other 5 

cc Even now 1 feel the ſweet 
impreſſions of telicity, foretaſte of 
that which will be unalloyed and 
— on . thee, 0 
Divine Goodneſs, I depend ; and 


undecaying ! 


may my ſorrows, my tears, ex- 
piate any involuntary errors into 
which the weakneſs of human 
-nature may have betrayed me 
1 die happy, in having found my 
Falkland! O my God, finiſh 
thy work, and with thy power- 
ful and conſoling grace protect 
7 5 5 


2 * 


Here 
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| Here her ſtrength failed her — 


never was the dignity of hu- 
man nature better ſupported, 
or the ſublime truths of Chriſ- 


tianity more forcibly exempli- 


fied; the ſweet ſerenity that 
marked her countenance, atteſted 
the tranquillity of her ſoul. — 
The nuns all diſſolved in tears, 


watched her expiring looks — 


marked her words : — they be- 
held in Louifa a bright model 
of that excellence, to which they 
muſt themſelves aſpire to render 


them worthy the ſociety of the 


bleſſed. —— Louiſa diſplayed that 


12 mag- 
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magnanimity which ſprings from 
the ſublime conſolations of reli- 
gion, without the alloy of weak- 
neſs or oſtentation, which too 
often debaſes or diſguiſes it. 
The awful moment at length 
arrived | — Heaven reſumed that 
ſoul it had confided to her ; the 
yielded it with that unreluctant 
ſerenity which conſcious recti- 
tude, and the firm aſſurance 
of ans bliſs — alone 


confer. 
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© She TEENY) in me arms of 
1 Falk- 
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Falkland, who now experienced all 
the emotions of grief; his an- 
guiſh was unſpeakable; he threw 
himſelf on the corpſe. — ©© No!” 
cried he to Le Craſs, who would 
have forced him away — © You 
„ ſhall never again ſeparate me 
from her | — The grave is now 
% my only refuge. Oh! my 
cc friend ! do not deprive me of 
the conſolation of dying with 
«© my Louiſa!” ——— He fainted 
away upon the body; — we con- 
5 veyed him from the ſcene of 
ſorrow — but the ſhock, I fear, is 
irremediable ! — He. declines all 

5 I 3 aſſiſt- 
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aſſiſtance, diſregards all conſolation, 
declares his reſolution of not ſur- 
viving Louiſa, to whoſe remains the 
laſt duties were this day rendered. 
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1 am, Sir, 


Yours, &c. 


| Joun HENRY D'AugI CRY. 


LE r- 
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LETTER XC. 


MR. Joun HENRY D*AUBIGNY, 
70 
GEORGE Lenox, Esa. 
Avicxox. 


Sir, 

| ba performance of Mr. Falkland's 

laſt injunctions, I fit down 
to the melancholy office of com- 

municating the particulars which 
I 4 attended 


"> 
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attended the cloſe of a life, de- 


| 
1 
i A 
{ 

| - 
iv 
| 1 


voted to the exerciſe of every 


4 virtue. 


Of the few friends which mis- 
fortune had not deprived him of, 
vou, Sir, held the firſt place in 
the eſteem and affection of our 
departed. friend, Of that with 
which he honoured me, — I can 
only regret the ſhort duration; 
but our mutual attachment was 

not the leſs ardent or inviolable, 
origivating from no flight cauſes, 
tempers were ſimilar, and our 
FEES L lives 
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| lives alike chequered by iad and 
ſingular viciſſitudes. 


After the fatal event which I 
have already related, his health 
rapidly declined ; — it was my lot 
to attend him during the fad in- 
terval that preceded his diſſolu- 
tion, painfully witneſſing the ſlow 
gradations of an incurable ma- 
lady. — In few caſes are the cir. 
cumſtances of death more power 
fully affecting; a character as 
Falkland's, poſſeſſing every qua- 
lity which commands reverence 
and regard, which ennobles or 
adorns 


— —— AIG et ee OY — Abs - . 
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_ adorns humanity ; in life's ( full 


«« prime,” called from a ſcene in 
which he was fitted to act a diſ- 
r cgi and nn part. 


The phyſicians had adviſed his 
removal from Avignon, as it 


might tend to abate the malig- 
nity of his diſorder. — A villa, 
agreeably ſituated at ſome diſtance 


from the city was taken, and thi- 


ther 1 accompanied him. 


Some friends from Avignon 
yeſterday viſited us, and it was 
late before they departed. We 

had 
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had of conſequence broke in upon 
that ſtrict regularity of which 
Falkland's indiſpoſition obliged the 
obſervance, and we had retired to 
| our chambers for the night, when 
we were preſently alarmed by a 
cry of fire, and perceived the 
flames ariſin g from the neighbour- 

ing convent. 


I immediately called up our 
domeſtics, and went with them 
to afliſt the ſufferers, and endea- 
vour to ſtop the progreſs of the 
fire which now raged with great 
fury. Falkland, impelled by that 
| active 


— — we p 


F 
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dive: benevolence which marked 


* x 


His character, went thither with 


us, notwithſtanding my entreaties, 
and his . own inability to ſupport 
the fatigue, or encounter the dane 
ber of the ſcene. N 


V > had now — at the 
convent, one part of it the fire 


had nearly conſumed; and the 
flames ſpread rapidly. towards the 


reſt of the building. A nun ruſhed 
forth, her confuſion and terror 
ſcarce permitted her to point to- 
wards the place from whence ſhe 


had iflued, and tremablingly arti- 


culate: 
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culated, «© Siſter Emelia.” — Falk- 
land Han g forward; we ſtood 


fixed in filent horror; — ſome 
: minutes had now elapſed, — we 


ſuppoſed hin a prey to the flames 
which now enwrapped the con- 
vent, when he again appeared 
forcing his way through them, a 


woman in his arms, flakes of 


fire and burning ruins falling about 


them on every ſide. He accom- 


pliſhed his purpoſe, but exhauſted 


by the effort, he fell to the earth, : 
juſt as he had advanced rn 


the limits of the conflagration.— 
The nun, whom Falkland had 
ſaved, 
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ſaved, had been for ſome time 


fick, and had, unable to effect herr. 


own eſcape, in the panic occa- 
toned by the 8 fire, been for- 
gotten. ; Wy 

Both were carried, in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility, to an adjacent cottage. 
The lady recovered, but her hu- 
mane deliverer did not long ſur- 
vive ; — the laſt act of his life, 
to which he fell an almoſt imme- 
diate ſacrifice, was conſiſtent with 
the uniform tenour of his character 
and conduct, ever devoted to the 


intereſts. of humanity. 
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His remains were interred in 
the ſame grave with his be- 
loved Louiſa, — the faithful Salvador 
mixing his tears with mine, ef- 
| fuſed the ſolitary tribu te of ſor- 
row to the memory of mankind's 
univerſal friend. 
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